Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


^  L  J  r — 

-  ■  5  2- 


LIVESTOCK  and  MEAT 
SITUATION 


July  1958 

FOR  RELEASE 
JULY  9,  P.  M, 


LMS-96 


.{amsJ. 


L  I  B  R  '   ^  V 

^     JUL  1  7  '5' 


U.  i 


FARM  CASH  RECEIPTS,  1957 

Commodities  as  a  Percentage  of  Total 

Cotton  5.8      Oil  crops  3.7 
Feed  crops  7.6     \_     .    /_  ^Tobacco  3  1 

\ 


Food  grains  6. 1 

Other  livestock 
&  products  1.1 


Eggs  &  poultry  9  8 


Dairy  products  15. 


Sheep  &  lambs  1 


Fruits  &  nuts  4.6 
Vegetables  5.0 

Other  crops  4.3 

GOV  T.  PAYMENTS* 

3.3 


Cattle  &  calves 
19.3 


ogs  10.1 


PRELIMINARY  DATA.  ^PAYMENTS  UNDER  AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION,  SUGAR,  WOOL  AND  SOIL  BANK  PROGRAMS 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  6297-56(6)      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


Farmers'  cash  receipts  from  com- 
modities and  Government  payments  in 
1957  totaled  30.  8  billion  doUars.  Re- 
ceipts from  livestock  and  livestock 
products  were  17.4  billion  or  56.  5  per- 
cent of  the  total.  Livestock  have  pro- 
vided over  half  of  cash  receipts  each 
year  since  1934,  with  a  gain  in  meat 


animals  more  than  off  setting  a  decline 
in  the  relative  importance  of  dairy 
products.  Cattle  and  calves  were  the 
largest  single  source  of  receipts  . 
Hogs  were  the  third  largest  source, 
though  tlieir  proportion  is  somewhat 
smaller  than  the  long-time  average. 


Published  bimonthly  by 

AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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PRICES  RECEIVED  FOR  HOGS 

$  PER  100  LB. 


Parity  price 

A 


10 


Hog  price 


1950 


1952 


1954 


1956 


1958 


U.  S.  PRICE  RECEIVED   BY  FARMERS 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  3478  -  58  (  6)     AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


PRICES  RECEIVED  FOR  BEEF  CATTLE 

$  PER  100  LB - 


_Beef  cattle 
price 


Parity  price 


'  I  "I"  i"i  I '  I  "I'll 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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1950 


1952  1954 


1956 


1958 


U.  S.   PRICE  RECEIVED   BY  FARMERS 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  3477A-58(6)      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
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THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    MEAT  SITUATION 


Approved  "by  the  Outlook  axid  Situation  Board,  July  1,  1958 

SUMMARY 

Hog  production  is  beginning  an  uptrend.    The  1958  spring  pig  crop  is 
estimated  to  be  only  2  percent  larger  than  last  year's  crop,  but  producers  plan 
for  13  percent  more  sows  to  farrow  fall  pigs.    Price  reaction  to  the  small  gain 
in  spring  pigs  will  be  small  but  a  sizable  downward  adjustment  in  1959  can  be 
expected  from  the  prospective  gain  in  fall  pigs.    Prices  of  hogs  will  decline 
seasonally  this  fall  and  may  average  not  greatly  different  from  the  levels  of 
last  fall.    Prices  next  spring  and  summer,  when  fall  pigs  are  marketed,  will 
likely  be  considerably  below  those  of  this  past  yesir.    Nevertheless,  prices 
are  likely  to  retain  at  least  an  average  relationship  to  feed  prices. 

Cattle  production  also  is  beginning  a  cyclical  rise.    The  inventory  of 
cattle  and  caJLves  on  farms  next  January  1  is  likely  to  be  larger  than  last 
January.    However,  unlike  hogs,  the  consequent  increase  in  marketings  will  not 
appear  until  much  later.    Daring  the  remining  months  of  1958  cattle  slaughter 
is  expected  to  be  less  than  last  year;  and  a  reduced  level  seems  likely  to 
continue  in  1959*    Slaughter  of  fed  cattle  this  fall  probably  will  average 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  but  slaughter  of  other  classes  will  be  smaller. 

Prices  of  fed  cattle  have  declined  $2.00  to  $3.00  per  100  pounds  from 
their  high  in  March,  but  in  late  June  were  still  $14-. 00  to  $5.00  above  the  price 
of  June  last  year.    A  small  further  decline  seems  probable.    If  it  occurs,  some 
further  seasonal,  drop  in  prices  of  feeder  cattle  also  may  take  place.  Feeder 
prices  will  be  influenced  also  by  range  conditions  and  by  prospects  for  feed 
production.    On  the  whole,  though,  prices  of  feeder  cattle  seem  likely  to 
remain  considerably  higher  than  last  year  during  most  or  all  the  fall. 

Prices  of  lambs  declined  gradually  beginning  in  late  winter  to  below  a 
year  before,  but  prices  of  spring  lambs  in  late  Jime  were  a  little  above  last 
year.    Unless  prices  of  cattle  and  hogs  decline  more  than  now  seems  probable, 
prices  of  lambs  will  likely  hold  up  well  this  summer  and  fall.    They  may  aver- 
age close  to  last  year's  prices. 

Retail  prices  of  meat  this  summer  will  be  higher  than  last  siunmer. 
Production  of  pork  and  of  fed  beef  will  likely  exceed  last  year,  but  production 
of  other  kinds  of  meat  will  be  less;  and  cold  storage  stocks  on  hand  at  the 
beginning  of  the  summer  were  considerably  smaller  than  a  year  before. 
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REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 

Spring  Pig  Crop  Up  2  Percent 

The  1958  spring  pig  crop  toteuLed  52.7  million  head,  a  modest  2  perceiit 
larger  than  the  1957  spring  crop  and  a  somewhat  smaller  gain  than  had  been 
expected  from  earlier  farrowing  intentions.    The  1958  spring  crop  was  the  third 
smallest  crop  in  the  last  10  years  (table  l). 

The  n-umber  of  sows  farrowing  spring  pigs  was  up  3  percent  from  last  year 
but  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  averaged  7«05  pigs,  down  slightly  from 
the  record  high  of  7*12  in  the  spring  of  1957*    I't  "was  the  first  decline  in 
litter  size  in  8  years.    The  sharp  increase  in  winter  farrowings  and  unfavor- 
able weather  at  farroving  time  were  factors  in  reducing  average  litter  size. 

The  West  North  Central,  South  Atlantic  and  Western  regions  showed 
increases  in  spring  pigs  from  a  year  earlier.    The  crop  in  the  East  North 
Central  was  virtually  unchanged  and  decreases  were  recorded  in  the  North 
Atlantic  and  South  Central  regions.    The  greatest  relative  gain — 10  percent — 
was  in  the  West.    The  West  was  notable  also  as  the  only  region  to  shov  a  gain 
in  the  niomber  of  pigs  saved  per  litter. 

Farrowing  dates  were  once  again  moved  earlier — this  time  rather  sharply. 
Nearly  15  percent  more  sows  farrowed  in  the  first  half  of  the  spring  season 
(December-February)  this  year  than  last.    Three  percent  fewer  farrowed  in  March- 
May,    December-February  farrowings  comprised  37  percent  of  the  1958  spring  total 
compared  with  33  percent  last  year  (table  2). 

13  Percent  More  Fall  Farrowings  Planned 

A  sizable  uptrend  in  hog  production  apparently  is  beginning  with  this 
fall's  farrowings.    Producers  are  planning  a  13  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  sows  to  farrow  fall  pigs.    As  they  follow  a  slight  gain  in  the  fall  of  1957> 
the  number  of  sows  farrowing    this  fall  would  be  the  largest  since  1951.  More- 
over, if  these  intentions  are  reaJ.ized  and  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter 
is  average  with  an  allowance  for  upward  trend,  the  1958  faJ.1  crop  would  be 
about  4l.5  million  pigs,  up  1^  percent  from  last  fall  and  the  largest  peacetime 
fall  crop  on  record. 

All  regions  except  the  North  Atlantic  plan  more  fall  farrowings.  Pro- 
ducers in  the  West  North  Central  States  intend  to  increase  farrowing  by  21  per- 
cent, the  greatest  gain  for  any  area. 

Producers  in  10  of  the  Corn  Belt  States  who  report  farrowing  plans  by 
quarters  expected  to  have  18  percent  more  summer  (June-August)  and  13  percent 
more  September-November  farrowings.    These  intentions  indicate  that  the  trend 
toward  a  higher  proportion  of  summer  farrowings  is  being  continued.  The 
planned  increase  in  total  fall  farrowings  is  somewhat  larger  than  seemed  likely 
earlier.    In  March  producers  in  these  10  States  reported  a  13  percent  probable 
increase  in  June-August  farrowings. 
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Table    l. — Number  of  sows  farrowing,  pigs  saved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter, 
spring  and  fall  pig  crops,  ty  regions,  1952  to  date 

SPRING  PIG  CROP 


Year 


Korth 
Atlantic 


Korth  Central 


East 


Vest 


South 
Atlantic 


South 
Central 


Western 


liiited 
States 


Sows  farrowing: 

1952 

1953 

195^+ 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958  1/ 
Pigs  saved: 

1952 

1953 

195^^ 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958  1/ 


1,000  head    1,000  head    1,000  head 


162 
137 
130 
139 
138 
119 
109 

1,102 
9^1 
863 
937 
909 
82I+ 
750 


2,342 
2,070 
2,220 
2,kOk 

2,317 
2,207 
2,221 

15,7i+5 

15,479 
16,678 
16,125 
15,746 
15,698 


4,014 
3,554 
3,915 
4,247 
3, 572 
3,371 
3,564 

26,812 
24,322 
27,127 
29,630 
25,279 
24,485 
25,590 


700 
570 
582 
618 
645 
645 
660 

4,463 
3,730 
3,895 
4,097 
4,287 
4,385 
4,4o8 


881 
571 
665 
780 
834 
787 
769 

5,694 
3,737 
4,454 
5,220 
5,545 
5,353 
5,176 


212 
143 
157 
171 
159 
148 
163 

1,319 

939 
1,034 
1,128 
l,04l 
1,019 
1,123 


8,311. 
7,045 

7,669 
8,359 
7,665 
7,277 
7,486 

55,135 
47,940 
52,852 
57,690 
53,186 
51,812 
52,745 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

IJumber 

Number 

Pigs  saved  per 

Utter:  : 

1952  : 

6.80 

6.72 

6.68 

6.36 

6.46 

6.22 

6.63 

1953  ! 

6.87 

6.89 

6.84 

6.54 

6.54 

6.57 

6.80 

1954  : 

6.62 

6.97 

6.93 

6.70 

6.70 

6.59 

6.89 

1955  : 

6.68 

6.94 

6.98 

6.63 

6.69 

6.63 

6.90 

1956  : 

6.58 

6.96 

7.08 

6.65 

6.65 

6.54 

6.94 

1957 

6.88 

7.13 

7.26 

6.80 

6.80 

6.86 

7.12 

1958  1/  : 

6.86 

7.07 

7.18 

6.68 

6.73 

6.92 

7.05 

FALL  PIG 

CROP 

1,000  bead 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Sows  farrowing : 


1952 

123 

1,677 

1,939 
1,781 

533 

654 

141 

5,067 

1953 

103 

1,520 
1,696 

429 

537 

109 

4,479 

1954 

111 

1,975 

481 

626 

125 

5,014 

1955 

119 

1,877 

2,225 
1,984 

498 

732 

135 

5,586 

1956 

108 

1,785 

504 

694 

119 

5,194 

1957 

98 

1,774 

2,014 

507 

660 

123 

5,176 

1958  2/ 

95 

1,959 

2,429 

538 

711 

l42 

5,874 

Pigs  saved: 


1958 


1958 


1952 

:  847 

11,271 

13,001 
11,893 

3,421 

2,855 

4,226 
3,543 

1953 

:  701 

10,259 

1954 

:  764 

11,579 

13,455 

3,203 

4,156 

1955 

:  809 

12,886 
12,625 

15,199 

3,310 
3,417 

4,922 
4,687 

1956 

:  738 

l4,ii8 

1957 

:  669 

12,626 

14, 530 

3,400 

4,459 

928 
723 

821 
903 
801 
840 


33,694 
29,974 
33,978 
38,029 
36,386 
36,524 
2/4l, 500 


lumber 

Ifumber 

losnber 

rfunber 

Number 

ihaaber 

IJumber 

Pigs  saved  per 

litter: 

1952 

6.89 

6.72 

6.71 

6.42 

6.46 

6.58 

6.65 

1953 

6.81 

6.75 

6.68 

6.66 

6.60 

6.63 

6.69 

1954 

6.91 

6.83 

6.81 

6.66 

6.64 

6.56 

6.78 

1955 

6.79 

6.87 

6.83 

6.65 

6.72 

6.66 

6.81 

1956 

6.80 

7.07 

7.12 

6.79 

6.75 

6.71 

7.00 

1957 

6.83 

7.12 

7.21 

6.71 

6.76 

6.84 

7.06 

2,/7.05 


2y  Pr^Hminary.  2^'  Number  Indicated  to  farrow  fron  Intentions  as  of  June  1,  1958.  Average  nonber  of 
pigs  per  litter  with  allowance  for  trend  used  to  calcvilate  indicated  mmber  of  pigs  saved. 
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Table  2  . — NTamlDer  of  sows  farrowing  and  percentage  distribution 
"by  months,  spring  season,  1953  "to  date 

Sows  farrowing,  spring 


Year  ; 

Dec.  1/  : 

Jan.  : 

1,000 

1,000 

:  head 

head 

1953  i 

213 

^15 

195^ 

:  255 

kQO 

1955 

:  307 

67k 

1956 

:  399 

727 

1957 

:  391 

709 

1958 

k29 

821 

Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May 


Total 


1,000 
head 

998 

1,313 
1,520 

1M9 
1,325 
1,527 


1,000 
head 

2,028 
2,288 
2,312 
2,15^ 
2,008 

1,919 


1,000 
head 

2,160 
2,10k 
2,255 
1,919 
1,827 
1,7^1 


1,000 
head 

1,231 
1,229 
1,291 
l,0k7 
1,017 
1,0^9 


1,000 
head 

7,Oi^5 
7,669 
8,359 
7,665 
7,277 
7,^^86 


Percentage  distribution  of  spring  farrowings 


;  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1953 

:  3.0 

5.9 

lk,2 

28.8 

30.6 

17.5 

100.0 

195^ 

:  3.3 

6.3 

17.1 

29.9 

21. h 

16.0 

100.0 

1955 

:  3.7 

8.1 

18.2 

.27.6 

27.0 

13'h 

100.0 

1956 

:  5.2 

9.5 

18.5 

28.1 

25.0 

13.7 

100.0 

1957 

:  5.^ 

9.7 

18.2 

27.6 

25.1 

lk,0 

100.0 

1958 

:  5.7 

11.0 

20.4 

25.6 

23.3 

li^.O 

100.0 

1/  December  of  preceding  year. 

Total  1958  Pig  Crop  U£  7  Percent 

If  the  fall  pig  crop  should  he  ^1.5  million  head  as  now  indicated,  the 
comhined  pig  crop  for  1958  would  he  9^.2  million.    Such  a  crop  would  be  7  per- 
cent above  1957  "but  only  5  percent  more  than  the  19^7-56  average. 

An  increase  in  hog  production  has  been  made  inevitable  by  the  consist- 
ently favorable  hog-com  ratio,  large  "free"  grain  sxipplies  and  relatively 
high  hog  prices.    More  siurprising  than  the  large  jvanp  now  occurring  is  that  it 
did  not  come  earlier. 

If  a  ih  percent  rise  in  fall  pig  crop  does  materalize,  it  will  result 
in  substantially  lower  prices  for  hogs  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1959  than 
the  relatively  high  prices  in  those  seasons  of  this  year.    This  will  bring  to 
an  end  the  ciirrent  imusxially  favorable  period  for  hog  prices.    On  the  other 
hand,    several  factors  will  prevent  declines  from  being  severe:     (l)  the  fall 
crop  is  the  smaller  of  the  two  annual  crops,  and  hogs  from  it  reach  market 
at  a  time  when  porK.  output  is  seasonally  smaller;  (2)  cold  storage  stocks 
this  winter  will  doubtless  be  kept  smaller  than  usual,  offsetting  some  of  next 
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spring's  increase  in  current  pork  prodiiction;  (3)  the  increase  in  pork  output 
•will  begin  from  the  lowest  level  relative  to  popxilation  in  several  years; 
(h)  beef  output  will  remain  cyclically  smaJ  1  in  1959* 

Even  more  significant,  however,  is  that  while  hog  prices  next  spring 
may  no  longer  appear  very  favorable  in  relation  to  various  staadards  such  as 
parity,  they  will  still  be  fairly  high  in  relation  to  the  price  of  com. 

This  fall's  increase  in  hog  production  has  greater  meaning  looking 
ahead  to  the  spring  crop  of  1959*    There  is  real  danger  that  if  the  uptrend 
in  hog  production  continues  at  the  rapid  pace  now  begun,  production  will 
prove  excessive  and  severe  price  adjustments  will  follow  in  the  fall  of  1959 • 

Mid -summer  Hog  Slaughter 
To  Be  Above  Last  Simmer 

Hog  slaughter  each  month  from  January  through  May  this  year  was  below 
the  corresponding  months  of  1957^  "but  the  gap  closed  in  June.    For  January  - 
May,  commercial  slaughter  was  6  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.    In  June  the 
number  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  federally  inspected  plants  was  nearly  5  percent 
more  than  last  June.    The  late-spring,  early-fall  pig  crops  of  1951,  which 
supplied  the  January -June  slaughter,  were  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  before. 
Larger  withholdings  of  sows  accentuated  the  difference  in  slaughter  supplies. 
Receipts  of  sows  at  8  principal  markets  the  first  half  of  this  year  were 
k  percent  less  than  last  year. 

Slaughter  this  sxammer  will  probably  continue  to  exceed  that  of  a  year 
ago.    Marketings  at  that  time  will  be  mainly  from  the  larger  December-February 
farrowings.    Slaughter  will  likely  continue  above  a  year  earlier  through 
early  fall,  but  late-fall  and  early- winter  slaughter  will  probably  be  down  to 
or  a  little  below  last  year's  level. 

Hog  Prices  Near  Seasonal  High 

Althoiagh  varying  seasonally,  hog  prices  have  generally  trended  upward 
for  2^  years.     (See  table  3  and  top  chart  inside  cover  page) .    Prices  received 
by  farmers  in  mid -June,  at  $21.60  per  100  pounds,  showed  a  rise  of  $11.00 
over  the  postwar  low  of  $10. 60  in  December  1955  and  a  margin  of  $3.20  over 
last  June.    Late  in  June  the  average  price  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets 
was  $23.58  per  100  po\mds,  up  $^.25  from  January  and  $14-. 00  above  a  year  ago. 

Prices  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  from  an  early-summer  peak. 
A  late-s\mimer  price  adjustment  could  be  fairly  sharp  if  marketings  of  early 
spring  pigs  should  be  bunched.    However,  a  more  gradual  decline  throughout 
late  summer  and  fall  is  the  more  likely  prospect.    Prices  for  the  fall  as  a 
whole  will  probably  average  near  those  of  last  fall  —  possibly  a  little  above. 

A  sharp  upturn  in  prices  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  occurred  in  each  of 
the  last  two  years  does  not  seem  probable  this  year.    Prices  could  recover 
only  a  bit,  and  then  decline  again  as  hogs  from  the  I958  fall  crop  reach  the 
market . 
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Table  k  . — CommerciaJ-  sla\aghter  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
by  qioarters,  1956  to  date 


Cattle 

Hogs 

Period 

:  1958 

:  1957 

:  1956 

:  1958 

• 

:  1957 

:  1956 

1,000 
•  head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

Jan-Mar. 
Apr. -June  l/ 

July-Sept .  ; 
Oct. -Dec. 

'  5,811 
:  5,825- 
5,875 

6,520 
6,366 

6,898 
6,khQ 

6,336 
6,1+98 

6,867 
7,161 

17,928 
16,225- 
16,275 

19,256 
16,636 

16,3^ 
20,363 

22,651+ 
17, 302 

16,555 
22,002 

Year  : 

26,232 

26,862 

72,595 

78, 513 

1/  Includes  advance  estimate  for  June  based  on  veekly  slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection. 


First  Half  Cattle  Slauj^ter  Down 
£  Percent 

Cattle  slaughter  so  far  this  year  has  been  about  9  percent  smaller  than 
in  1957  (table  k) ,    Some  buildup  in  breeding  herds  is  beginning  and  marketings 
of  fed  cattle  have  been  less  than  last  year.    Total  slaughter  this  summer  and 
fall  will  likely  be  somewhat  smaller  than  in  1957  with  supplies  of  fed  cattle 
exceeding  last  year  but  those  of  grass  cattle  being  fewer. 

The  nimiber  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  at  the  beginning  of  I958  was 
3  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    Since  that  time  placanents  on  feed  have  been 
up  sharply  and  marketings  of  fed  cattle  have  been  down  from  the  first  half  of 
1957.    While  a  more  exact  indication  of  when  these  cattle  will  be  marketed 
will  be  available  in  JiiLy  (see  the  report.  Cattle  and  Calves  on  Feed  July  1, 
to  be  released  July  16) ,  it  appears  that  many  of  these  cattle  are  reaching 
optimum  weight  and  finish.    Hence,  fed  cattle  slaughter  will  probably  be 
larger  this  simmer  than  last,  and  may  remain  above  last  year  d;iring  the  fall. 
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Slaughter  of  all  classes  of  cattle  as  reported  "by  federally  inspected 
plants  has  been  down  from  1957  ♦    A  reduced  rate  for  cows  sind  calves  indicates 
that  replenishing  of  breeding  herds  is  beginning.    Unless  the  trend  should  be 
reversed  by  critically  dry  pastures  over  large  areas,  which  are  not  expected, 
grass  cattle  slaughter  will  likely  continue  significantly  below  last  year's 
level  and  a  gain  in  cattle  inventories  seems  assured  this  year. 

Total  cattle  slaughter — grass  and  fed — will  probably  total  a  little 
less  than  in  1957  during  the  remaining  months  of  this  year. 

Fed  Cattle  Prices  to  Decline 

The  reduced  slaughter  rate  plus  demand  by  farmers  for  feeding  and  breed- 
ing stock  has  given  a  strong  boost  to  cattle  prices.    By  mid-May  the  average 
price  received  by  farmers  for  beef  cattle  had  increased  $5-70  per  100  pounds 
from    last  October,  and  was  $5^50  above  a  year  earlier.    The  average  May  price 
received  was  99  percent  of  parity,  the  highest  ratio  in  nearly  6  yeairs.  (See 
table  3  and  bottom  chart  inside  cover  page.) 

By  mid-J\ane  the  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  beef  cattle  was 
down  80  cents  per  100  pounds  from  May.    Late  in  June  the  average  price  of 
Choice  slaughter  steers  at  Chicago  was  $28.23,  down  $2.30  frcan  this  year's 
peak  in  Maxch  but  $4,50  above  a  year  ago  (table  5). 

Some  small  further  decline  in  fed  cattle  prices  seems  likely  this  summer 
as  marketings  surpass  last  year's  levels.    Declines  will  likely  not  be  large  if 
marketings  are  not  bunched,  as  they  will  not  coincide  with  heavy  marketings  of 
other  meat  animals.    Seme  price  recovery  is  possible  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Feeder  cattle  prices  trended  steadily  upward  in  the  first  k  months  of 
this  year  but  turned  downward  in  June.    The  average  cost  of  feeder  and  stocker 
steers  at  Kansas  City  (all  weights  and  grades)  late  in  June  was  $25.32  per 
100  pounds,  $2.50  below  the  May  high  but  $2.30  above  January  and  over  $5.50 
above  a  year  ago. 

Some  seasonal  decline  in  feeder  cattle  prices  may  occur  during  coming 
months.    This  is  the  normal  price  movement  and  lower  fed  cattle  prices  will 
likely  lessen  the  demand  for  feedlot  replacements.    However,  profits  in  cattle 
feeding  this  past  winter  have  been  generally  satisfactory,  and  producers  are 
apparently  optimistic  about  the  outlook  for  cattle.    Hence,  further  reductions 
will  probably  be  small  and  feeder  prices  will  probably  continue  considerably 
above  a  year  earlier  during  most  or  all  of  1958. 

Lamb  Prices  Neaj  Seasonal  High; 
Slaughter  to  Increase 

In  contrast  to  the  usual  pattern  of  an  uptrend  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  the  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  lambs  declined  beginning 
early  this  year,  but  recovered  some  of  the  loss  in  recent  weeks.    The  average 
June  price  was  $21.20  per  100  pounds,  $.80  lower  than  in  Febinaary  but  about 
$1.00  above  last  June. 
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Table  5   • — Price  per  100  pounds  for  selected  classes  of  cattle, 
by  months,  1958  compared  with  1957 


Month 

; Choice  slaughter: 
:      steers  at 
:      Chicago  i/ 

Good  feeder 

steers  at  ; 

0  / 

Kansas  City  £/ 

:  Utility  slaxagh- 

ter  steers  at  ! 
:    Chicago  1/ 

Utility 
slaughter  cows 
:      at  Chicago 

• 

1958  : 

• 

1957  : 

1958    :  1957 

• 

1958  : 

>  • 

1957 

:    1958  :  1957 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol.  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol.  Dol. 

Jan\aary  : 
February  ; 
March  ; 
April  ! 
May  ; 
June  ; 
July  1 
August  ! 
September  ; 
October  : 
November  ; 
December  : 

26.82 
27.54 
29.90 
29.37 
28.83 
3/28.05 

21.23 

20.57 
21.86 

22.99 
23.31 
23.48 
25.12 
25.63 
24.98 
24.67 
25.20 
25.98 

23.81  17.45 
25.00  18.16 
26.66  19.38 
27.05  20.19 
27.62  21.15 
26.52  20.93 
21.65 
21.76 
21.32 
21.01 
21.60 
22.62 

19.01 
20.24 
22.26 
21.92 
23.00 
3/22.69 

14.30 
14.66 
15.81 
16.03 
16.45 
17.28 
18.42 
17.78 
17.28 
17.41 
17.98 
18.23 

15.88  11.25 
16.80  11.84 
17.85  13.03 
19.20  13.45 
19.82  l4.l8 
19.94  14.80 
14.36 

13.91 
13.66 

13.73 
14.08 

15o04 

Average  ; 

23.83 

20.60 

16.53 

13.61 

1/  Sold  out  of  first  hands.       2/  50O-8OO  pounds.    3/  4-veek  average. 


Compiled  from  Market  Nevs,  Livestock  Division. 

This  unusual  price  trend  was  occ£Lsioned  largely  by  a  shift  toward  latei 
winter  marketings  of  old-crop  lambs.    Apparently  ainple  hay  supplies  and  good 
range  feed  encouraged  producers  to  market  later  than  usual.    Marketings  of 
these  heavy  lanibs  this  spring  delayed  the  usual  rise  in  prices  for  spring 
lambs.    Federally  inspected  slaiaghter  of  sheep  and  lambs  the  first  3  months 
of  this  year  was  down  I3  percent  from  early  1957  "but  diiring  April -Jime  was 
2-3    percent  above  a  year  earlier.    The  nimiber  of  lambs  on  farms  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  other  than  those  on  feed,  was  up  13  percent  from  a 
year  earlier,  and  the  1958  early  spring  lamb  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about 
2  percent  auove  zhe  19'?  I  crop.    Many  of  x-ne  old-crop  laxnns  were  marke"ced 
in  the  second  quarter  of  this  year,  but  even  so  a  considerable  number  are 
probably  still  on  hand  for  flock  expansion. 

Changes  in  lamb  slaughter  and  prices  during  the  rest  of  the  year  will 
be  largely  seasonal,  although  modified  by  price  changes  for  other  meat  ani- 
mals and  probably  by  some  withiiolding  from  slaughter  for  restocking  flocks. 
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Slaughter  will  increase  seasonally  this  summer  and  viU  probably  "be  close  to 
that  of  last  signmer  as  this  year's  lacibs  provide  the  bulk  of  slaughter  supplies. 
The  1958  lamb  crop  report  wi.ll  be  released  Jvl^  2k  but  is  expected  to  show  a 
small  gain  as  the  number  of  breeding  ewes  on  hand  January  1  was  up  slightly. 
Prices  this  fall  may  average  close  to  last  fall. 

1^57  Wool  Incentive  Payments  Down 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  shorn  wool  during  the  1957  marketing 
year  (April  1957 -March  1958)  averaged  53 -7  cents  per  pound,  ^,h  cents  over  a 
year  earlier.    Incentive  payments  of  15 '5  cents  will  be  made  to  producers 
this  summer  for  every  $1,00  received  from  the  sale  of  shorn  wool.    This  rate 
is  the  percentage  necessary  to  bring  the  average  price  received,  which  was 
53«7  cents,  up  to  the  62-cent  incentive  level.    For  the  1956  season  this  pay- 
ment rate  was  kk  percent. 

The  payment  rate  on  unshorn  lambs  for  1957  is  33  cents  per  100  poimds 
live  weight,  which  compares  with  7I  cents  in  I956. 

1^57  Farm  Cash  Receipts  from  Meat  Animals 
Total  $9.^  Billion 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  meat  animals  totaled  9*389  mil- 
lion dollars  in  1957>  13  percent  more  than  in  195^  but  3  percent  less  than  the 
1950-5^  average.    Last  year's  meat  animal  receipts  were  30.5  percent  of  the 
30.8  billion  dollars  received  from  all  products  (cash  receipts  plus  Government 
payments) .    Cattle  and  calves  were  the  largest  single  source  of  receipts,  as 
they  have  been  since  193^ •    (See  table  6  and  cover  chart) . 

Receipts  from  livestock  and  livestock  piroducts  in  1957  totaled  YJ.k  bil- 
lion dollars  or  5^.5  percent  of  the  total. 

Compared  with  I956,  receipts  for  each  class  of  meat  animals  and  dairy 
products  were  up,  but  poultry  and  eggs  showed  a  decline.    Hogs  made  the  largest 
gain  percentagewise  but  still  provided  a  smaller  part  of  total  receipts  than 
in  any  postwar    year  except  1955  and  195^. 

While  livestock  and  livestock'  products  have  made  up  over  half  of  farmers ' 
cash  receipts,  this  does  not  mean  that  they  exceed  crops  in  value  of  production. 
The  income  received  from  sales  of  livestock  represents  the  value  of  feeds  fed 
as  well  as  the  value  of  n-H  other  items  in  production.    Hence,  on  farms  where 
crops  are  not  marketed  but  fed  to  livestock,  the  value  of  feeds  might  well 
le  credited  to  crop  output.    On  the  basis  of  the  value  of  production  to  which 
the  value  of  feeds  is  so  credited,  livestock  and  livestock  products  accomted 
for  around  30  percent  of  the  value  of  farm  output. 
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Table    6. — Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  and  Government  payments,  with 
percentage  distribvition,  Uhited  States,  a^^ages  I9IO-5U,  annijal  1955-57 


Year 

i  Total 
',  cash 
.receipts, 
'.  axxd 
[Govern-  . 
;  ment  . 
.payments . 

Livestock  and  livestock  products 

All  : 
crops  : 

Total  : 
1/  ' 

[              Meat  animals 

Dairy  : 
products 

Poultry 
;  and 
'eggs  2/ 

.  Total' 

Cattle 

and 
calves 

Hogs  . 

,  Sheep 

and 
lambs 

Govern- 
ment 
payments 


Mil. 
dol. 


5,929 
10,576 

9,801 
10,923 

6,490 

8,473 
15,711 
27,282 

31,299 


Mil. 
dol. 


2,948 
5,072 
^,735 
5,797 
3,593 
^^,577 
8,658 

14,971 
17,441 


29,785  15,880 
31,093  16,304 
30,773  17,376 


Mil. 
dol. 


1,688 
3,044 

2,343 
2,889 

1,615 
2,197 
^+,386 
7,983 
9,649 

8,199 
8,311 
9,389 


Mil. 
dol. 


901 
1,540 
1,120 
1,382 

811 
1,174 
2,102 

5,771 

5,174 
5,351 
5,953 


Mil. 
dol. 


678 
1,343 
1,071 
1,296 
680 
856 
2,013 
3,178 
3,501 


Mil. 
dol. 


109 
161 
152 
211 
124 
167 
271 
369 
377 


2,709  316 
2,629  331 
3,102  334 


Mil. 
dol. 


628 
1,050 
1,346 
1,672 
1,204 
1,409 
2,290 
3,776 
4,216 

4,222 
4,488 
4,651 


Mil. 
dol. 


479 
754 
912 
1,092 
687 
811 
1,748 
2,954 
3,278 


Mil. 
dol. 


2,981 
5,504 
5,066 
5,126 
2,782 
3,^17 
6,385 
11,857 
13,595 


Percentage  of  total 


Mil. 
dol. 


0 
0 
0 
0 

115 
479 
668 
454 
263 


3,196  13,676  229 
3,209  14,235  554 
3,001   12,381  1,016 


Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Average : : 

1910-14: 

100.0 

49.7 

28.4 

15.2 

11.4 

1.8 

10.6 

8.1 

50.3 

0 

1915-19: 

100.0 

48.0 

28.8 

14.6 

12.7 

1.5 

9.9 

7.1 

52.0 

0 

1920-24: 

100.0 

48.3 

23.9 

11.4 

10.9 

1.6 

13.7 

9.3 

51.7 

0 

1925-29: 

100.0 

53.1 

26.5 

12.7 

11.9 

1.9 

15.3 

10.0 

46.9 

0 

1930-34: 

100.0 

55.3 

24.9 

12.5 

10.5 

1.9 

18.5 

10.6 

42.9 

1.8 

1935-39: 

100,0 

54.0 

25.9 

13.8 

10.1 

2.0 

16.6 

9.6 

40.3 

5.7 

1940-44: 

100.0 

55.1 

27.9 

13.4 

12.8 

1.7 

14.6 

11.1 

40.6 

4.3 

1945-49: 

100.0 

54.9 

29.3 

16.3 

11.6 

1.4 

13.8 

10.8 

43.4 

1.7 

1950-54: 

100.0 

55.7 

30.8 

18.4 

11.2 

1.2 

13.5 

10.5 

43.5 

.8 

1955  1 

100.0 

53.3 

27.5 

17.3 

9.1 

1.1 

l4.2 

10.7 

45.9 

.8 

1956  : 

100.0 

52.4 

26.7 

17.2 

8.4 

1.1 

14.4 

10.3 

45.8 

1.8 

1957  : 

100.0 

56.5 

30.5 

19.3 

10.1 

1.1 

15.1 

9.8 

40.2 

3.3 

1/  Incl\ides  wool,  horses,  mules,  mohair,  honey,  beeswajc,  bees,  goats,  rabbits  and 
fur  8LnimaJ.s. 

2/    Includes  ducks,  geese,  guineas,  pigeons,  quail,  pheasants  and  turkey  hatching 
eggs. 
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Table  7  . — Average  retail  price  of  pork  and  Choice  Toeef, 
per  pound,  "by  months,  195^4-  to  date 

Pork,  excluding  laxd 


Year 

•               •  < 

:Jan.  :Feb.:Mar.; 

»                   •  « 
•               »  r 

Apr. :May 

:  June 

:July: 

•Aug.: 

Sept.: Oct.  " 

•  « 

:  Nov.: Dec.  :  Av. 

>                   •  • 

•  ^ 

:Ct.      Ct.     Ct.     Ct.     Ct.    Ct.     Ct.      ct.     Ct.      Ct.      Ct.     Ct.  Ct. 

67.7  68.1  68.1  68.9  69.2  68.3  65.8  63.8  62.8  59.9  58.2  57. i+ 

56.5  55.6  5^.0  53.9  55.0  57.6  57.9  56.5  57..3  55.1  50.6  48.1 

46.7  47.9  ^7.5  49.6  51.0  5^.8  54.6  55.1  55.9  55.2  53.1  53.7 

55.7  58.1  56.6  57-4  59.0  61.8  64.2  67.0  65.2  60.4  58.1  59.1 

61.9  63.1  64.2  65.1  65.6 


64.8 
54.8 
52.1 
60.2 


Beef,  Choice  grade 


69.0  68.2  67.3  67.3  68.3  68.8  68.3  67.5  68.6  68.9  70.0  69.9  68.5 

70.1  69.7  68.9  68.6  67.0  67.4  66.8  66.7  67.4  67.0  65.6  64.7  67.5 
63.5  62.0  60.8  61.4  62.6  63.7  64.9  68.2  72.4  72.9  71.O  68.6  66.0 
66.8  66.6  65.7  68.4  69.9  70.7  72.4  73.4  73.9  72.7  72.4  74.0  70.6 
77.3  78.4  80.7  82.8  82.5 


Compiled  from  data  of  the  Marketing  Research  Division,  Al^. 

Retail  Meat  Prices 

To  Decline  Seasonally 

In  May,  average  prices  of  meat  at  retail  vere  above  those  of  a  year 
earlier  (table  j) .    The  average  price  of  Choice  beef  vas  up  most,  12.6  cents 
per  pound.    Pork  prices  at  65.6  cents  per  pound  were  6.6  cents  higher  and  the 
highest  since  mid-195^" 

Among  the  cuts  for  v/hich  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reports  prices, 
•veal  cutlets  have  increased  most  in  price  per  pound  over  a  year  ago  (table  8). 
This  is  in  line  with  the  20  percent  smaller  output  of  veal  the  first  5  months 
of  this  year  from  a  year  ago.    Leg  of  lamb;)  whole  hams  and  pork  chops 
showed  the  smallest  rises. 


Smaller  stocks  of  meat  in  cold  storage  have  been  a  factor  in  the  higher 
prices  this  summer.    They  especially  affect  prices  of  cured  pork  products  and 
all  processed  meats. 

Little  change  is  likely  in  retail  prices  before  fall.    Pork  prices  will 
decline  this  fall  but  \t±H  probably  average  as  high  as  last  fall.  Choice 
beef  prices  may  drift  slowly  downward  but  will  probably  remain  above  1957 
prices.    Supplies  of  Choice  beef  will  be  ample  but  relatively  smaller  supplies 
of  the  lo-vTer  grades  will  have  a  price  supporting  influence . 
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Table    8. — Average  retail  price  of  neat  cuts,  per  pound, 

by  months,  1957  to  date 


Yeaj"  and 
item 

:Jan.  :Feb.: 

Mar.  : 

Apr. 

*  • 

:May  :J"une  . 

July 

:Aug.  ! 

Sept , ; 

Oct.  : 

Nov. : 

i 

Dec. 

Ct.  Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Beef,  Choice  jy'j 
Round  steak 
1957 

1958  : 

'  88.7  88.1 
100.6  IOLjO 

87.1  90.7 
103  J-  105.8 

92.6 
105.9 

91+.0 

96.9 

98.1 

98.0 

96.3 

95.6 

96.9 

Rib  roast  ! 
1957 
1958 

72.3  69.7 
80.3  80.2 

69.6 
81.0 

71.3 
82.6 

73. i+ 
82.9 

7U.1+ 

75.^ 

76.0 

76.6 

75.5 

75.0 

76.3 

Chuck  roast  i 
1957  : 
1958 

1+9. 0  i+9.7 
59.1  61.1 

1+8.7 
61+. 1 

50.9 
65.7 

52.0 
61+. 8 

52.2 

53.0 

5I+.0 

55.1 

51^.3 

53. i+ 

56.3 

Hamburger  i 
1957 

1958  : 

39.0  39.1 
1+7.8  1+9.0 

39.3 
50.3 

i+o.o 

53.1 

1+0.8 
5I+.0 

1+2.2 

1+3.6 

1+^.3 

l+l+.l 

1+3.6 

1+3.8 

1+1+.6 

Pork 

Pork  chops  ; 

1957  : 
1958 

79.7  82.8 
87.9  88.6 

81.1+ 
89.5 

83.1 

91.2 

85.0 
91.3 

92.7 

92.7 

92.9 

90.8 

88.0 

85.1+ 

85.2 

Bacon, sliced 

1957 
1958 

TTgrns ,  whole 

1957 
1958 

VeaJL  cutlets 
1957 
1958 

leg  of  lamb 
1957 
1958 


61+. 1+  69.1+  67.7    68.5    U.h  7^.9    80.7  87.5    85. 1^    75.5    69.8  70.1+ 

75.6  77.2  77.1    79.5  80.1+ 

62.0  62.7  61.7    61.9    62.7  63.6    6I+.3  66.6    64. 3    61.7    61.5     61+. 3 

66.3  66.5  68.1+    68.6  67.9 

III+.7  116-8  116.1+117.3  117.2  118.6117.8  118.5  119.1  118.5  118.3  120.0 

125.1  :i29.3  131.2  131-8  133.0 


67.7  68.2  67.2  71.7  72.8  73.9  72.6  72.6  72.7  71.9  71.7  72.3 
76.1  78.0   77.5    78.1  77.0 


1/  Choice  grade  except  for  hambvirger,  which  has  no  grade  designation. 
Compiled  from  data  of  the  Bureau  of  labor  Statistics. 
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Table    9. — Cold  storage  stocks  of  meat,  June  1, 
average  1953-57,  1957  and  1958  with  percentage  comparisons 


Item 

:    1953-57  : 
average  : 

• 

1957  ! 

• 

1958  : 

1958  as  a 
percentage 
of  1957 

:  1,000 
poiands 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

Percent 

Beef: 
Frozen 

In  c\ire  and  cured 

•  136,886 
:       8, 506 

119,592 

10, 820 

88,421 
10,710 

74 

99 

Total 

•  1^5,392 

130,412 

99,131 

76 

Pork:  J 
Frozen 
Picnics 

Hams  : 
Bellies 

Other  frozen  pork  cuts  ; 

1/ 
1/ 

:  1/ 

y 

15,370 
58,990 
91,869 

90,120 

6,323 
42,4o4 

85,633 

56,103 

41 
72 
93 

f—  r-r 

57 

Total 

00)1  P.Q.CZ 

264, 357 

190, 5^3 

72 

In  cure  or  cured  * 
Dry  salt  "bellies 
Other  dry  salt  pork  ; 
Other  pork  cuts 

;  r/ 

•  1/ 

12,709 
7,096 
38,136 

11,485 
7,780 
35,785 

90 

no 
94 

Total 

.  95,339 

57,941 

55,050 

95 

Total  pork  ; 

i+20,224 

322,298 

245,593 

76 

Other  meats: 
Veal,  frozen 
l£imb  and  mutton,  frozen 
Canned  meats  in  cooler 

;  12,616 
:  9,626 
:  66,042 

11,144 

6,837 
81,338 

7,565 
9,509 
68,663 

68 

139 

84 

Total,  all  meats 

653,900 

552,029 

430,461 

78 

1/  Not  reported  separately  prior  to  1957« 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  1958 


JUET  1958 


Connercially  produced 

;               Total  2/ 

Supply 

Distribution  '. 

Civilian  consumption 

Period 

.  Produc- 
;  tion 

:  Begin- 

Exports 

Ending 
stocks 

:  Civilian 
:  consumption 

'.  Produc- 

™      ,     ■  Per 
Total  : 

.  person 

:    n1  ng 

I  Imports 

and 
shipoients 

:  Total 

;  Per 
! person 

.  tion 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Dd. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil    lb  lii 

Beef: 

Jan\aary 

Februajry 

March 

1,210 
961 
986 

131* 
135 
116 

i*3 
59 
1*3 

5 
1* 
1* 

135 
116 

no 

31 
28 
36 

1,216 
1,007 
995 

7.1 
5.9 
5.8 

3,157 

I3J* 

lJ*5 

13 

no 

95 

3,218 

18.9 

'ij  19-5 

April 

May 

June 

1,024 
1,062 

110 
103 

3 

103 
99 

28 
27 

2nd  quarter 

Veal: 

January 

February 

March 

106 
86 
92 

13 
12 
10 

1 

12 
10 
9 

k 

3 
2 

103 

85 

91 

.6 

.5 
•  5 

Qu&r^er 

281* 

13 

1 

1 

9 

9 

279 

1.6 

3/1.8 

April 

May 

June 

91 
90 

9 
9 

V 

9 
8 

k 

3 

2nd  quarter 

mutton: 

January 

February 

March 

59 

53 
56 

5 
5 
1* 

i 

5 
1* 

5 

1 

59 
51+ 
51* 

•3 

•  3 

_ 

xst  quarter 

168 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

167 

1.0 

3/1.0 

April 

May 

June 

65 
62 

5 
7 

7 
10 

i/ 
V 

2nd  quarter 

Pork: 

January  : 
Febriiary  : 
March 

892 
709 
771* 

191* 
218 
228 

15 
13 
lit 

10 
n 
10 

218 
228 
221* 

15 
Ik 
20 

858 
687 
762 

5.0 

1*.0 

2,375 

191* 

1*2 

31 

22l* 

1*9 

2,307 

13-5 

3/15 

April 

May 

June 

807 
731* 

221* 
260 

9 

260 
21*6 

15 
11* 

2nd  quarter 

All  meat:  : 

January 

February  : 
March 

2,267 
1,809 
1,908 

31*6 
370 
358 

60 
72 

57 

17 

15 
11* 

370 
358 

31*8 

50 

U5 

59 

2,236 
1,833 
1,902 

13.1 
10.8 
11.1 

Isl  (ju&jT'bez* 

5,981* 

31*6 

189 

1*6 

31+7 

151* 

;,971 

3?.o 

3/37.5 

April 

May  : 
June 

1,987 
1,91*8 

31*6 

379 

12 

379 
363 

1*7 
1*1* 

2nd  qiarter 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  sx^iplies,  unadjusted  for  underenumeration. 
2/  Includes  production  and  consumption  from  farm  slaughter. 
3/  Estimated. 

5/  l£ss  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

;  Unit 

1957 

1950 

May 

:  June 

:  April 

:      May  : 

June 

Ca'ttle  and  caJLves 

I  Dollars  per 

;  100  pounds 

25.49 

25.37 

33-  5d 

32.07 

:         do  • 

23.31 

23.48 

29-37 

:         do . 

21.38 

22.00 

OA  7'3 
f  3 

of-.  At 
cD.OX 

QO  . 

I8.2I+ 

19.52 

C>k  lA 

ok  7k 

;  do. 

TT-I-T  1  1  +v 

.          dO  • 

l6.'t-5 

17.28 

^X  .  yc. 

:         do . 

22.85 

23.07 

oA  c^Q 

OA  0'7 

;         do . 

22.01 

22.13 

An 
cD  •  ou 

dOt  05 

uO  . 

21.65 

21.99 

26.  51 

Of  77 

Govs  ^    Clu.  C8.gO 

:  do. 

15.08 

15.86 

20 .  o4 

21. 59 

21.18 

:  do. 

14.18 

14.80 

19.20 

19.82 

19.94 

:  do. 

12.55 

12 .96 

17.19 

17.39 

17.88 

*  do 

24.80 

23.00 

00 

S'tOCKciT  SJ^d.   f*6€d.€Z'  S't/66X*S^    Ks.IIS£LS   Clls^  X /     •  «  ■  ■ 

uO . 

21.13 

20.20 

pA  ft^ 

27.16 

2'i  ^8 

Pries  received,  by  f aimers 

:         do . 

17.60 

17.80 

22 ,20 

23. 10 

00 

:         do . 

18.70 

18.90 

24.  UO 

OS  7n 

tip.  fU 

24, 70 

Hogs 

Barrows  and  (^ilts 

• 

Chi  cago 

• 

10.64 

:  do. 

17.27 

xy .  JO 

oi  7c; 

1    fl/^        0/'V\                                  ^  J- 

:  do. 

10. 5*^ 

19.85 

on  Aq 

00  qA 

23. 44 

:         do  ■ 

10.70 

20.18 

21 .20 

<=  J"^p 

23.68 

:         do . 

18.59 

19.97 

21.04 

22 .87 

^  J . 

:         do . 

18.  o4 

19.35 

20.  5^ 

00  "^n 

■  3'-' 

PP  Q1 

;         do . 

17.64 

18.82 

20 .09 

21.66 

P^  ^ 

:  do. 

18.13 

19.58 

20.68 

22.30 

23.06 

do. 

18.24 

10  As 

20.64 

22.03 

22.97 

Sovs    Clii  ca^o  •           ■  •        •  •                •  • 

do 

15.35 

16.28 

18.21 

18.78 

19.40 

•  Ar\ 
.                CLO . 

17.^ 

1  A  Jin 
10.  40 

20.20 

21.70 

21.60 

Hog— com  price  ratio  ^3/ 

13'D 

14.9 

16.1 

17.0 

17.1 

lk  1 

15. i 

18.0 

18.9 

18.2 

Sneep  and  Xamos 

*   Dollars  per 

Sheep 

:  100  pounds 

6.74 

k  /  on 

4/  8.14 

4/  7.37 

Slaij^ter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  ... 

:  do. 

8.82 

.               CLO . 

p.oO 

5.70 

7.70 

7.64 

7.1Q 

Lojnbs 

4/5/21.37 

do. 

23.33 

5/  22.03 

do. 

01  nA 

5/  22.72 

:  do. 

20.70 

20.20 

21.00 

20.  50 

21.20 

All  meat  animals 

Index  nuniher  price  received  hy  f aimers 

348 

{ ^Q^Cl  ^  h=^  on  \ 

2oO 

339 

355 

Meat 

Wholesale,  Chicago 

:  Doli.ars  per 

38.80 

46.86 

46.56 

4s. 

^  ^  *  jy 

Steer  beef  carcass,  Choice,  500-^0  pounds 

;  100  pounds 

do 

44.93 

44.00 

47.74 

45.12 

45.92 

Ccciposite  hog  products! 

Including  lard 

24.21 

24.89 

:  20.63 

01  71 

23.00 

:         do . 

■50   1  Q 

31.99 

33.67 

34.62 

.         0.0 . 

ok  no 

C>R  C51 

27.24 

28.18 

28.90 

t               CLO . 

33.92 

35. 50 

38.36 

39.68 

40.70 

Excluding  lard 

• 

22.87 

24.78 

:         do  • 

21.75 

25.72 

26.43 

do. 

^8.8s 

,           J'-'.  ^ y 

U0.85 

44.26 

45.94 

47.20 

l\C          -1.,     VJii  J.  vjv; lj  \jtA  i^co    a  V  a^,^ 

;  Cents 

69.9 

82.8 

:    per  pound 

70.7 

82.5 

do. 

59.0 

61.8 

65.1 

65.6 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BI£) 

':  90.8 

96.5 

110.2 

114.4 

:  106.7 

110.5 

121.5 

122.0 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades. 

2/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  CSnaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 

3/  Number  tushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 

tj  Shorn. 

2/  Choice  grade. 

6/  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  leg  of  lamb  and  other  meats. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animal  s  sund  meat 


1957 

1958 

Item 

;  Unit 

May       :  June 

April  : 

May  : 

June 

Meat  animal  marketings  : 
Index  number  (19^+7 -'+9 =100)   : 

Stocker  and  feeder  sMpments  to  : 

9  Com  Belt  States  :  1,000 

Cattle  and  calves   :  head 

Sheep  and  lambs   :  do. 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  : 
Nunber  slaughtered 

Cattle   

Steers   

Heifers   

Cows   

Bulls  and  stags   

Calves   

Sheep  and  lambs   

Hogs   

Percentage  sovs   

Average  live  veight  per  head 

Cattle   

Calves   

Sheep  and  lambs   

Hogs   

Average  production 

Beef,  per  head   

Veal,  per  head   


Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . 

lard,  per  head   

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . 
Total  production 

Beef   

Veal   

Ifiinb  and  mutton   

Pork   

lard   

Coomiercial  slau^ter  l/  : 

IIvEber  slaughtered  :  1,000 

Cattle   :  head 

Calves   :  do. 

Sheep  and  lambs   :    do . 

Bogs   :    do . 

Total  production  :  Mil  Hon 

Beef   :  povmds 

Veal   :  do. 

Iamb  and  mutton   :    do . 

Fork   :    do . 

lard   :    do . 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  : 

Beef   :  do . 

Veal   :  do . 

Iamb  £Lnd  mutton   :  do . 

Pork   :  do . 


120 


205 
161 


155 
13 
7 
3^2 


Total  meat  and  meat  products  2/ 


do. 


595 


101 


160 
108 


130 
n 

7 
322 


Ilk 


302 
106 


110 
9 
5 

22ij- 


552 


U18 


111 


277 
Ihh 


:  do. 

1,665 

1,535 

1,383 

1,^0 

•  do. 

939 

800 

780 

831 

:  do. 

2^*0 

215 

225 

236 

:  do. 

450 

).  Q/-> 

4o2 

353 

3714^ 

;  do. 

37 

30 

25 

2d 

•  do. 

535 

596 

U85 

430 

:  do. 

1,133 

1,0M+ 

1,1^9 

1,122 

:  do. 

U,884 

3,99'+ 

1^,963 

:  Percent 

ft 

u 

J—L 

:  Pounds 

991 

971+ 

1,010 

1,006 

;  do. 

220 

231 

200 

222 

r  do. 

92 

103 

99 

;  do. 

2^5 

253 

239 

246 

;  do. 

559 

51+6 

569 

568 

:  do. 

12I+ 

130 

113 

12  it 

:  do. 

^1 

^5 

50 

lv9 

:  do. 

135 

lltO 

137 

l40 

:  do. 

55 

55 

58 

57 

:  do. 

38 

39 

33 

36 

;  do. 

16 

15 

11+ 

•Lh 

:  Million 

:  pounds 

927 

835 

785 

831 

•  do. 

72 

69 

5i+ 

51+ 

:  do. 

53 

1*7 

58 

55 

•  do. 

657 

559 

681 

619 

;  do. 

186 

15i* 

165 

158 

2,255 
938 
1,286 
5,867 

2,079 
875 
1,186 

it,  795 

1,879 
800 
1,298 
5,920 

1,952 

716 
1,268 
5,300 

1,203 
118 
60 
785 
211 

1,086 
115 
53 
663 
171+ 

1,02 

91 
65 

807 
188 

1,062 
90 
62 

178 

103 
9 
7 

260 


i+53 


99 

8 

10 
21^ 


^30 


1/  Federally  inspected,  ajid  other  commercial. 

2/  Includes  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C  . 
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